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Pennsylvania 

State Profile and Underage Drinking Facts* 

State Population:  12,763,536 
Population Ages 12–20:  1,544,000 

 Percentage Number 
Ages 12–20   

Past-Month Alcohol Use 28.0 432,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 17.9 277,000 

   Ages 12–14    
Past-Month Alcohol Use 5.1 24,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 1.8 8,000 

   Ages 15–17    
Past-Month Alcohol Use 24.2 118,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 14.2 69,000 

   Ages 18–20   
Past-Month Alcohol Use 49.9 290,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 34.3 199,000 

   Alcohol-Attributable Deaths (under 21)  180 
Years of Potential Life Lost (under 21)  10,796 
 Percentage of All 

Traffic Fatalities Number 
Traffic Fatalities, 15- to 20-Year-Old Drivers 
with BAC > 0.01 18.0 38 

 

* See Appendix C for data sources. 
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Laws Addressing Minors in Possession of Alcohol 

Underage Possession of Alcohol 
Possession is prohibited—no explicit exceptions noted in the law. 

Underage Consumption of Alcohol 
Consumption is prohibited—no explicit exceptions noted in the law. 

Internal Possession by Minors 
Internal possession is not explicitly prohibited. 

Underage Purchase of Alcohol 
Purchase is prohibited, but youth may purchase for law enforcement purposes. 

False Identification for Obtaining Alcohol 

Provision(s) targeting minors 
• Use of a false ID to obtain alcohol is a criminal offense. 
• Penalty may include driver’s license suspension through a judicial procedure. 

Provision(s) targeting suppliers 
• It is a criminal offense to lend, transfer, or sell a false ID. 
• It is a criminal offense to manufacture or distribute a false ID. 

Provision(s) targeting retailers 
• State provides incentives to retailers who use electronic scanners that read birthdate and other 

information digitally encoded on valid identification cards. 
• Specific affirmative defense—the retailer inspected the false ID and came to a reasonable 

conclusion based on its appearance that it was valid. 

Laws Targeting Underage Drinking and Driving 

BAC Limits:  Youth (Underage Operators of Noncommercial Motor Vehicles) 
• BAC limit:  0.00  
• Any detectable alcohol in the blood is per se (conclusive) evidence of a violation 
• Applies to drivers under age 21 

Loss of Driving Privileges for Alcohol Violations by Minors (“Use/Lose Laws”) 
Use/lose penalties apply to minors under age 21. 

Type(s) of violation leading to driver’s license suspension, revocation, or denial 
• Underage purchase 
• Underage possession 
• Underage consumption 

Authority to impose driver’s license sanction 
• Mandatory 
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Length of suspension/revocation   
• 90 days 

Graduated Driver’s License 

Learner stage 
• Minimum entry age:  16   
• Minimum learner stage period:  6 months  
• Minimum supervised driving requirement:  65 hours, of which 10 must be at night 

Intermediate stage 
• Minimum age:  16 years, 6 months 
• Unsupervised night driving 

– Prohibited after:  11 p.m. 
– Primary enforcement of the night-driving rule 

• Passenger restrictions exist:  First 6 months, no more than one passenger under age 18 not in 
the immediate family, and after 6 months, no more than three unrelated passengers under 18, 
unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
– Primary enforcement of the passenger-restriction rule 

License stage 
• Minimum age to lift restrictions:  17 years, 6 months 

Laws Targeting Alcohol Suppliers 

Furnishing of Alcohol to Minors 
Furnishing is prohibited—no explicit exceptions noted in the law. 

Compliance Check Protocols 

Age of decoy 
• Minimum:  18 
• Maximum:  20.5 

Appearance requirements 
• Age-appropriate dress and appearance 

ID possession 
• Discretionary 

Verbal exaggeration of age 
• Permitted 

Decoy training 
• Mandated 

Penalty Guidelines for Sales to Minors 
• Time period/conditions:  4 years  
• First offense:  $1,000 to $5,000 fine and/or license suspension/revocation. 
• Second offense:  $1,000 to $5,000 fine and/or license suspension/revocation 
• Third offense:  License suspension or revocation 
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Note:  If licensee has participated in a Responsible Alcohol Management program and has not 
sold to minors in the previous 4 years, penalty can be $50 to $1,000 fine and/or license 
suspension/revocation.  

Responsible Beverage Service 

Voluntary beverage service training  
• Applies to both on-sale and off-sale establishments 
• Applies to both new and existing outlets 

Incentive for training 
• Mitigation of fines or other administrative penalties for sales to minors 

Minimum Ages for Off-Premises Sellers 
• Beer:  18 
• Wine:  18 
• Spirits:  18 
Note:  In Pennsylvania, a minor who is 17 years old who is a high school graduate or who is 
declared to have attained his or her academic potential by the chief administrator of his or her 
school district is deemed to be a minor of 18 years old for purposes of the laws relating to the 
employment of minors by retail licensees. 

Minimum Ages for On-Premises Sellers 
• Beer:  18 for both servers and bartenders 
• Wine:  18 for both servers and bartenders 
• Spirits:  18 for both servers and bartenders 
Note:  In Pennsylvania, a minor who is 17 years old who is a high school graduate or who is 
declared to have attained his or her academic potential by the chief administrator of his or her 
school district is deemed to be a minor of 18 years old for purposes of the laws relating to the 
employment of minors by retail licensees. 

Distance Limitations for New Alcohol Outlets near Universities and Schools 

Colleges and universities 
• No distance limitation  

Primary and secondary schools 
• No distance limitation  

Dram Shop Liability 
• There is no statutory liability.   
• The courts recognize common law dram shop liability.  

Social Host Liability Laws 
• There is no statutory liability. 
• The courts recognize common law social host liability.   
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Host Party Laws 
Social host law is not specifically limited to underage drinking parties. 
• Action by underage guest that triggers violation:  Possession 
• Property type(s) covered by liability law:  Residence, outdoor, other 
• Standard for hosts’ knowledge or action regarding the party:  Knowledge—host must have 

actual knowledge of the occurrence 

Retailer Interstate Shipments of Alcohol  
Retailer interstate shipments are prohibited for all types of beverages. 

Direct Sales/Shipments of Alcohol by Producers 
Direct sales/shipments from producers to consumers are not permitted. 

Note:  Limited wineries (wineries with a maximum output of 200,000 gallons per year that  
use fruit or agricultural commodities grown in the Commonwealth) may ship wine to retail 
customers via a transporter-for-hire or in a vehicle properly registered with the Board.  

Keg Registration 
Registration is not required. 

Home Delivery 
• Beer:  No law 
• Wine:  No law 
• Spirits:  No law 

 Alcohol Pricing Policies 

Alcohol Tax 

Beer (5 percent alcohol) 
• Specific excise tax:  $0.08 per gallon 

Wine (12 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 

Spirits (40 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 

Drink Specials 
• Free beverages:  Not prohibited 
• Multiple servings at one time:  Not prohibited 
• Multiple servings for same price as single serving:  Prohibited  
• Reduced price, specified day or time:  Not prohibited—limited to 4 hours per day and no 

more than 14 hours per week.  Discounts may not be offered after 12 midnight. 
• Unlimited beverages:  Prohibited  
• Increased volume:  Prohibited  
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Wholesale Pricing 
Pricing restrictions exist. 

Beer (5 percent alcohol) 
• Retailer credit:  Not permitted  

Wine (12 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 

Spirits (40 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 
Note:  Although current law suggests there is a 120-day hold on reducing prices posted by the 
wholesaler for distribution of beer, that rule is no longer legal nor being enforced as a result of an 
order on January 15, 1999, by Judge Richard Caputo of the United States District Court for the 
Middle District of Pennsylvania.  The order granted a permanent injunction prohibiting the 
enforcement of several sections of the Liquor Code, including 47 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 4-447.  As a 
result of that decision, the requirement that wholesale prices be reported and if reduced, remain 
at that level for at least 120 days, is no longer legal or enforced.  Therefore, prices of malt 
beverages can be reduced and then raised at any time.  (See Legal Advisory No. 11. 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=611927&mode=2.) 
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Pennsylvania State Survey Responses 
State Agency Information 
Agency with primary responsibility for enforcing underage drinking laws: 

Pennsylvania State Police Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 
Enforcement Strategies 
State law enforcement agencies use: 

Cops in Shops No 
Shoulder Tap Operations No 
Party Patrol Operations or Programs Yes 
Underage Alcohol–Related Fatality Investigations Yes 

Local law enforcement agencies use: 
Cops in Shops Yes 
Shoulder Tap Operations No 
Party Patrol Operations or Programs Yes 
Underage Alcohol–Related Fatality Investigations Yes 

State has a program to investigate and enforce direct sales/shipment laws Yes 

Primary state agency responsible for enforcing laws addressing direct 
sales/shipments of alcohol to minors 

Pennsylvania State 
Police Bureau of 
Liquor Control 
Enforcement 

Such laws are also enforced by local law enforcement agencies Don’t know 
Enforcement Statistics 
State collects data on the number of minors found in possession Yes 

Number of minors found in possession by state law enforcement agencies 2,415 
Number pertains to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 
Data include arrests/citations issued by local law enforcement agencies No 

State conducts underage compliance checks/decoy operations2 to determine if 
alcohol retailers are complying with laws prohibiting sales to minors 

Yes 

Data are collected on these activities Yes 
Number of retail licensees in state3 13,000 
Number of licensees checked for compliance by state agencies  
(including random checks) 771 

Number of licensees that failed state compliance checks 302 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 
Compliance checks/decoy operations conducted at on-sale, off-sale, or 
both retail establishments 

Both on- and off-sale 
establishments 

State conducts random underage compliance checks/decoy operations Yes 
Number of licensees subject to random state compliance checks/ 
decoy operations 232 

Number of licensees that failed random state compliance checks 76 
Local agencies conduct underage compliance checks/decoy operations to 
determine if alcohol retailers are complying with laws prohibiting sales to minors No 

Data are collected on these activities No 
Number of licensees checked for compliance by local agencies Not applicable 
Number of licensees that failed local compliance checks Not applicable 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending Not applicable 

Sanctions 
State collects data on fines imposed on retail establishments that furnish 
minors Yes 

Number of fines imposed by the state4 382 
Total amount in fines across all licensees $489,915 
Smallest fine imposed $0-100 
Largest fine imposed $11,000 
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Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 
State collects data on license suspensions imposed on retail establishments 
specifically for furnishing minors Yes 

Number of suspensions imposed by the state5 55 
Total days of suspensions across all licensees 200  
Shortest period of suspension imposed (in days) 1  
Longest period of suspension imposed (in days) 34  
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending No data 

State collects data on license revocations imposed on retail establishments 
specifically for furnishing minors Yes 

Number of license revocations imposed6 39 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Additional Clarification    
No data 

1 Or having consumed or purchased per state statutes. 
2 Underage compliance checks/decoy operations to determine whether alcohol retailers are complying with laws 
prohibiting sales to minors. 

3 Excluding special licenses such as temporary, seasonal, and common carrier licenses. 
4 Does not include fines imposed by local agencies. 
5 Does not include suspensions imposed by local agencies. 
6Does not include revocations imposed by local agencies. 

 
Underage Drinking Prevention Programs Operated or Funded by the State  
Project Northland  

Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 2,389 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=25 

 

Program Description:  Project Northland is a multilevel intervention involving students, peers, parents, 
and community in programs designed to delay the age at which adolescents begin drinking, reduce 
alcohol use among those already drinking, and limit the number of alcohol-related problems among 
young drinkers.  Administered weekly to adolescents in grades 6-8, the program has a specific theme 
within each grade level that is incorporated into the parent, peer, and community components.  The 6th-
grade home-based program targets communication about adolescent alcohol use utilizing student-
parent homework assignments, in-class group discussions, and a communitywide task force.  The 7th-
grade peer- and teacher-led curriculum focuses on resistance skills and normative expectations 
regarding teen alcohol use, and is implemented through discussions, games, problem-solving tasks, and 
role-plays.  During the first half of the 8th-grade Powerlines peer-led program, students learn about 
community dynamics related to alcohol use prevention through small-group and classroom interactive 
activities.  During the second half, they work on community-based projects and hold a mock town 
meeting to make community policy recommendations to prevent teen alcohol use. 

Class Action  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 482 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 

  

 
Report to Congress on the Prevention and Reduction of Underage Drinking 739 



State Reports – Pennsylvania 
 

URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=145 

 

Program Description:  Class Action is the second phase of the Project Northland alcohol-use 
prevention curriculum series.  Class Action (for grades 11–12) and Project Northland (for grades 6–8) are 
designed to delay the onset of alcohol use, reduce use among youths who have already tried alcohol, 
and limit the number of alcohol-related problems experienced by young drinkers.  Class Action draws on 
the social influence theory of behavior change, using interactive, peer-led sessions to explore the real-
world legal and social consequences of substance abuse.  The curriculum consists of 8–10 group 
sessions in which students divide into teams to research, prepare, and present mock civil cases involving 
hypothetical persons harmed as a result of underage drinking.  Using a casebook along with audiotaped 
affidavits and depositions, teens review relevant statutes and case law to build legal cases they then 
present to a jury of their peers.  Case topics include drinking and driving, fetal alcohol syndrome, drinking 
and violence, date rape, drinking and vandalism, and school alcohol policies.  Students also research 
community issues around alcohol use and become involved in local events to support community 
awareness of the problem of underage drinking. 

Underage Drinking Programs  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 1,260 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:   No data 

Program Description:  These are generic programs used to raise awareness and educate individuals 
who have been convicted of underage drinking and to provide intervention services when needed. 

Communities Mobilizing for Change on Alcohol (CMCA)  
Program serves specific or general population General population 
Number of youth served Not applicable 
Number of parents served Not applicable 
Number of caregivers served Not applicable 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:   No data 

Program Description:  CMCA is a community-organizing program designed to reduce teens’ (ages 13–
20) access to alcohol by changing community policies and practices.  CMCA seeks to limit youth access 
to alcohol and communicate a clear message to the community that underage drinking is inappropriate 
and unacceptable.  It employs a range of social-organizing techniques to address legal, institutional, 
social, and health issues related to underage drinking.  The goals of these organizing efforts are to 
eliminate illegal alcohol sales to minors, obstruct the provision of alcohol to youth, and ultimately reduce 
alcohol use by teens.  The program involves community members in seeking and achieving changes in 
local public policies and the practices of community institutions that can affect youth access to alcohol. 

Alcohol:  True Stories Hosted by Matt Damon  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 198 
Number of parents served 22 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
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URL for more program information:   No data 

Program Description:  Alcohol:  True Stories Hosted by Matt Damon is a multimedia intervention 
designed to prevent or reduce alcohol use among young people in grades 5–12 by positively changing 
the attitudes of youth and their parents and other caregivers in regard to youth drinking.  The intervention 
features a 20-minute video, hosted by Matt Damon, which tells the stories of four adolescents’ 
experiences with alcohol..  Story topics include drinking and driving, lost opportunities, addiction, alcohol-
related violence, and the effects of alcohol use on relationships.  Through the stories, the video 
addresses reasons that motivate young people to drink:  to fit in, to ease social interaction, to relieve 
stress, to have fun, and because they are addicted.  The young people profiled describe the 
consequences of underage drinking and the benefits of waiting to drink alcohol until after reaching legal 
age, and they offer healthy coping strategies for stressful life events as well as methods to avoid drinking 
alcohol.  The video is accompanied by a discussion guide designed to provoke candid conversation 
regarding alcohol use and to help young people internalize anti-underage drinking messages and think 
critically about their own decisionmaking regarding alcohol use. 

Protecting You/Protecting Me (PY/PM)  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 624 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=95 

 

Program Description:  PY/PM is a 5-year classroom-based alcohol use prevention and vehicle safety 
program for elementary school students in grades 1–5 (ages 6–11) and high school students in grades 
11–12.  The program aims to reduce alcohol-related injuries and death among children and youth due to 
underage alcohol use and riding in vehicles with drivers who are not alcohol free.  PY/PM lessons and 
activities focus on teaching children about (1) the brain—how it continues to develop throughout 
childhood and adolescence, what alcohol does to the developing brain, and why it is important for 
children to protect their brains; (2) vehicle safety, particularly what children can do to protect themselves 
if they have to ride with someone who is not alcohol free; and (3) life skills, including decisionmaking, 
stress management, media awareness, resistance strategies, and communication.  Parent take-home 
activities are offered for all 40 lessons.  PY/PM’s interactive and affective teaching processes include 
role-playing, small group and classroom discussions, reading, writing, storytelling, art, and music. 

Project ALERT  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 11,999 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=62 

 

Program Description:  Project ALERT is a school-based prevention program for middle or junior high 
school students that focuses on alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana use.  It seeks to prevent adolescent 
nonusers from experimenting with these drugs, and to prevent youths who are already experimenting 
from becoming more regular users or abusers.  Based on the social influence model of prevention, the 
program is designed to help motivate young people to avoid using drugs and teach them the skills they 
need to understand and resist prodrug social influences.  The curriculum comprises 11 lessons in the 
first year and 3 lessons in the second year.  Lessons involve small-group activities, question-and-answer 
sessions, role-playing, and the rehearsal of new skills to stimulate students’ interest and participation.  
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The content focuses on helping students understand the consequences of drug use, recognize the 
benefits of nonuse, build norms against use, and identify and resist prodrug pressures. 

Too Good for Drugs (TGFD)  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 25,777 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=75 

 

Program Description:  TGFD is a school-based prevention program for kindergarten through 12th 
grade that builds on students’ resiliency by teaching them how to be socially competent and autonomous 
problem solvers.  The program is designed to benefit everyone in the school by providing needed 
education in social and emotional competencies and by reducing risk factors and building protective 
factors that affect students in these age groups.  TGFD focuses on developing personal and 
interpersonal skills to resist peer pressures, goal setting, decisionmaking, bonding with others, having 
respect for self and others, managing emotions, effective communication, and social interactions.  The 
program also provides information about the negative consequences of drug use and the benefits of a 
nonviolent, drug-free lifestyle. 

Positive Action  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 451 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=78 

 

Program Description:  Positive Action is an integrated and comprehensive program designed to 
improve academic achievement, school attendance, and problem behaviors such as substance use, 
violence, suspensions, disruptive behaviors, dropping out, and sexual behavior.  It is also designed to 
improve parent–child bonding, family cohesion, and family conflict.  Positive Action has materials for 
schools, homes, and community agencies.  All materials are based on the same unifying broad concept 
(one feels good about oneself when taking positive actions) with six explanatory subconcepts (positive 
actions for the physical, intellectual, social, and emotional areas) that elaborate on the overall theme. 

All Stars  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 1,482 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
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URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=28 

 

Program Description:  All Stars is a school-based program for middle school students (11–14 years 
old) designed to prevent and delay the onset of high-risk behaviors such as drug use, violence, and 
premature sexual activity.  The program focuses on five topics important to preventing high-risk 
behaviors:  (1) developing positive ideals that do not fit with high-risk behavior; (2) creating a belief in 
conventional norms; (3) building strong personal commitments to avoid high-risk behaviors; (4) bonding 
with school, prosocial institutions, and family; and (5) increasing positive parental attentiveness such as 
positive communication and parental monitoring.  The All Stars curriculum includes highly interactive 
group activities, games and art projects, small-group discussions, one-on-one sessions, a parent 
component, optional online activities and worksheets, and a celebration ceremony. 

Keepin’ it REAL  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 554 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=133 

 

Program Description:  Keepin’ it REAL is a multicultural, school-based substance use prevention 
program for students 12–14 years old.  Keepin’ it REAL uses a 10-lesson curriculum taught by trained 
classroom teachers in 45-minute sessions over 10 weeks, with booster sessions delivered in the following 
school year.  The curriculum is designed to help students assess the risks associated with substance 
abuse, enhance decisionmaking and resistance strategies, improve antidrug normative beliefs and 
attitudes, and reduce substance use.  The curriculum emphasizes resistance strategies represented in the 
acronym REAL:  Refuse offers to use substances, Explain why you do not want to use substances, Avoid 
situations in which substances are used, and Leave situations in which substances are used. 

Stay on Track  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 1,073 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information: 
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=167  

 

Program Description:  Stay on Track is a school-based substance abuse prevention curriculum 
conducted over a 3-year period with students in grades 6–8.  The intervention is designed to help 
students assess the risks associated with substance abuse; enhance decisionmaking, goal-setting, 
communication, and resistance strategies; improve antidrug normative beliefs and attitudes; and reduce 
substance use.  The program empowers youth by providing knowledge and life skills relevant to health-
promoting behavior. 

LifeSkills Training (LST)  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 14,698 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
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Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=109 

 

Program Description:  LST is a school-based program that aims to prevent alcohol, tobacco, and 
marijuana use and violence by targeting the major social and psychological factors that promote the 
initiation of substance use and other risky behaviors.  LST is based on both the social influence and the 
competence enhancement model of prevention.  Consistent with this theoretical framework, LST 
addresses multiple risk and protective factors and teaches personal and social skills that build resilience 
and help youth navigate developmental tasks, including the skills necessary to understand and resist 
prodrug influences.  LST is designed to provide information relevant to the important life transitions that 
adolescents and young teens face, using culturally sensitive and developmentally and age-appropriate 
language and content.  Facilitated discussion, structured small-group activities, and role-playing 
scenarios are used to stimulate participation and promote the acquisition of skills. 

Guiding Good Choices (GGC)  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served No data 
Number of parents served 72 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=111 

 

Program Description:  GGC is a drug use prevention program that provides parents of children in 
grades 4–8 (9–14 years old) with the knowledge and skills needed to guide their children through early 
adolescence.  It seeks to strengthen and clarify family expectations for behavior, enhance the conditions 
that promote bonding within the family, and teach skills that allow children to resist drug use 
successfully.  GGC is based on research showing that consistent, positive parental involvement is 
important to helping children resist substance use and other antisocial behaviors.  The current 
intervention is a five-session curriculum that addresses preventing substance abuse in the family, 
setting clear family expectations about drugs and alcohol, avoiding trouble, managing family conflict, 
and strengthening family bonds. 

Strengthening Families Program – For Parents and Youth 10–14  
(SFP 10–14) 

 

Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 837 
Number of parents served 905 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.nrepp.samhsa.gov/ViewIntervention.aspx?id=63 

 

Program Description:  SFP 10–14 is a family skills training intervention designed to enhance school 
success and reduce youth substance use and aggression among 10- to 14-year-olds.  The program 
includes seven 2-hour sessions and four optional booster sessions in which parents and youth meet 
separately for instruction during the first hour and together for family activities during the second hour.  
The sessions provide instruction for parents on understanding the risk factors for substance use, 
enhancing parent–child bonding, monitoring compliance with parental guidelines and imposing 
appropriate consequences, managing anger and family conflict, and fostering positive child involvement 
in family tasks.  Children receive instruction on resisting peer influences to use substances. 
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Additional Underage Drinking Prevention Programs Operated or Funded by the State 
Responsible Alcohol Management Program (RAMP)  

URL for more program information:  http://www.lcb.state.pa.us/PLCB/Education/RAMP/index.htm 

Program description:  The goal of RAMP is to help licensees and their employees serve alcohol 
responsibly.  RAMP was created by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board and offers practical advice 
for licensees operating restaurants, hotels, clubs, distributers, and even special-occasion permit holders.   
RAMP explains how to detect signs of impairment and intoxication, and effectively cut off service to a 
customer who has had too much to drink; identify underage individuals; detect altered, counterfeit, and 
borrowed identification; avoid unnecessary liability; and help reduce alcohol-related problems in  
the community.   
Additional Clarification   
Program data are from state fiscal year 7/1/2011 through 6/30/2012. 

 
Additional Information Related to Underage Drinking Prevention Programs  
State collaborates with federally recognized Tribal governments in the prevention 
of underage drinking 

No recognized 
Tribal governments 

Description of collaboration:  Not applicable 
State has programs to measure and/or reduce youth exposure to alcohol advertising and 
marketing 

No 

Description of program:  Not applicable 
State has adopted or developed best practice standards for underage drinking 
prevention programs 

No 

Agencies/organizations that established best practices standards: 
Federal agency(ies):  Not applicable 

 
 

Agency(ies) within your state:  Not applicable  
Nongovernmental agency(ies):  Not applicable  
Other:  Not applicable  
Best practice standards description:  Not applicable 

Additional Clarification  
No data 

 
State Interagency Collaboration  
A state-level interagency governmental body/committee exists to coordinate or 
address underage drinking prevention activities 

No 

Committee contact information:   
Not applicable 

Agencies/organizations represented on the committee:   
Not applicable 

A website or other public source exists to describe committee activities Not applicable 
URL or other means of access:  Not applicable 

 
Underage Drinking Reports 
State has prepared a plan for preventing underage drinking in the last 3 years No 

Prepared by:  Not applicable 
Plan can be accessed via:  Not applicable 

State has prepared a report on preventing underage drinking in the last 3 years Yes 
Prepared by:  Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, Act 85 biennial report to the legislature 
Plan can be accessed via:  http://www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/ 
gateway/PTARGS_0_697953_1045552_0_0_18/Act_85_of_2 006_2011_Report.pdf 

Additional Clarification  
No data 
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State Expenditures for the Prevention of Underage Drinking  
Compliance checks in retail outlets:  

Estimate of state funds expended $55,664 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Checkpoints and saturation patrols:  
Estimate of state funds expended $127,780 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Community-based programs to prevent underage drinking:  
Estimate of state funds expended Data not available 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending Data not available 

K-12 school-based programs to prevent underage drinking:  
Estimate of state funds expended Data not available 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending Data not available 

Programs targeted to institutes of higher learning:  
Estimate of state funds expended Data not available 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending Data not available 

Programs that target youth in the juvenile justice system:  
Estimate of state funds expended Data not available 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending Data not available 

Programs that target youth in the child welfare system:  
Estimate of state funds expended Data not available 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending Data not available 
Other programs:   
Programs or strategies included:   
Estimate of state funds expended Data not available 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending Data not available 

  
Funds Dedicated to Underage Drinking  
State derives funds dedicated to underage drinking from the following revenue 
streams:   

 

Taxes No 
Fines  No 
Fees No 
Other: No 

Description of funding streams and how they are used: 
Not applicable 

Additional Clarification  

Age Compliance Details:  three officers for each detail @ $38.06 per hour = $114.18 × 4 hours =  
$456.72 × 131 details = $59,830 if all on OT.   

Other Details:  three officers @ $38.06 per hour = $114.18 × 4 hours = $456.72 × 311 details =  
$142,039 if all on OT. 
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