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State Reports – Montana  

 
Montana 

State Profile and Underage Drinking Facts* 

State Population:  1,005,141 
Population Ages 12–20:  118,000 

 Percentage Number 
Ages 12–20   

Past-Month Alcohol Use 32.9 39,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 23.1 27,000 

   Ages 12–14    
Past-Month Alcohol Use 7.1 3,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 3.3 1,000 

   Ages 15–17    
Past-Month Alcohol Use 30.2 12,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 21.4 8,000 

   Ages 18–20   
Past-Month Alcohol Use 56.3 25,000 
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 40.6 18,000 

   Alcohol-Attributable Deaths (under 21)  17 
Years of Potential Life Lost (under 21)  1,050 
 Percentage of All 

Traffic Fatalities Number 
Traffic Fatalities, 15- to 20-Year-Old Drivers 
with BAC > 0.01 37.0 9 

* See Appendix C for data sources. 
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Laws Addressing Minors in Possession of Alcohol 

Underage Possession of Alcohol 
Possession is prohibited with the following exception(s): 
• Parent/guardian 
Note:  The parental exception to Montana’s possession and consumption statute applies only  
to alcohol supplied and consumed in a “nonintoxicating quantity.”  In Montana, “intoxicating 
quantity” is defined as a quantity “sufficient to produce ... a blood, breath, or urine alcohol 
concentration in excess of 0.05 ... or substantial or visible mental or physical impairment.”   

Underage Consumption of Alcohol 
Consumption is prohibited with the following exception(s):  
• Parent/guardian 
Note:  The parental exception to Montana’s possession and consumption statute applies only  
to alcohol supplied and consumed in a “nonintoxicating quantity.”  In Montana, “intoxicating 
quantity” is defined as a quantity “sufficient to produce ... a blood, breath, or urine alcohol 
concentration in excess of 0.05 ... or substantial or visible mental or physical impairment.”   

Internal Possession by Minors 
Internal possession is not explicitly prohibited. 

Underage Purchase of Alcohol 
Purchase is prohibited and there is no allowance for youth purchase for law  
enforcement purposes. 

False Identification for Obtaining Alcohol 

Provision(s) targeting minors 
• Use of a false ID to obtain alcohol is a criminal offense. 
• Penalty may include driver’s license suspension through a judicial procedure. 

Provision(s) targeting suppliers 
• It is a criminal offense to lend, transfer, or sell a false ID. 
• It is a criminal offense to manufacture or distribute a false ID. 

Provision(s) targeting retailers 
• Specific affirmative defense—the retailer inspected the false ID and came to a reasonable 

conclusion based on its appearance that it was valid. 

Laws Targeting Underage Drinking and Driving 

BAC Limits:  Youth (Underage Operators of Noncommercial Motor Vehicles) 
• BAC limit:  0.02 
• BAC level at or above the limit is per se (conclusive) evidence of a violation 
• Applies to drivers under age 21 
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Loss of Driving Privileges for Alcohol Violations by Minors (“Use/Lose Laws”) 
Use/lose penalties apply to minors under age 18. 

Type(s) of violation leading to driver’s license suspension, revocation, or denial 
• Underage possession 
• Underage consumption 

Authority to impose driver’s license sanction 
• Mandatory 

Length of suspension/revocation  
• 30 days 

Graduated Driver’s License 

Learner stage 
• Minimum entry age:  14 years, 6 months   
• Minimum learner stage period:  6 months  
• Minimum supervised driving requirement:  50 hours, of which 10 must be at night 

Intermediate stage 
• Minimum age:  15 
• Unsupervised night driving 

– Prohibited after:  11 p.m. 
– Primary enforcement of the night-driving rule 

• Passenger restrictions exist:  For first 6 months, no more than one nonfamily passenger under 
18 unless accompanied by a driver at least 18 years old.  For second 6 months, no more than 
three nonfamily passengers under 18 unless accompanied by a driver at least 18 years old. 
– Primary enforcement of the passenger-restriction rule 

License stage 
• Minimum age to lift restrictions:  16 

Laws Targeting Alcohol Suppliers 

Furnishing of Alcohol to Minors 
Furnishing is prohibited with the following exception(s):   
• Parent/guardian 
Note:  The parental exception applies to the provision of alcohol in a “nonintoxicating quantity.”  
In Montana, “intoxicating quantity” is defined as a quantity “sufficient to produce ... a blood, 
breath, or urine alcohol concentration in excess of 0.05 ... or substantial or visible mental or 
physical impairment.”  

Compliance Check Protocols 
No data  

Penalty Guidelines for Sales to Minors 
• Time period/conditions:  3 years 
• First offense:  $250 fine 
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• Second offense:  $1,000 fine 
• Third offense:  $1,500 fine and 20-day license suspension 
• Fourth offense:  License revocation 
Note:  List of aggravating and mitigating factors is provided. 

Responsible Beverage Service 

Mandatory beverage service training for managers, servers 
• Applies to both on-sale and off-sale establishments 
• Applies to both new and existing outlets 
Note:  In addition to managers and servers/sellers, Montana’s “responsible alcohol sales and 
service act” also applies to licensees or owners who personally engage in the role of selling or 
serving alcoholic beverages. 

Minimum Ages for Off-Premises Sellers 
• Beer:  18 
• Wine:  18 
• Spirits:  18 

Minimum Ages for On-Premises Sellers 
• Beer:  18 for both servers and bartenders 
• Wine:  18 for both servers and bartenders 
• Spirits:  18 for both servers and bartenders 

Distance Limitations for New Alcohol Outlets near Universities and Schools 

Colleges and universities 
• No distance limitation 

Primary and secondary schools 
• Prohibitions against outlet siting: 

– Off-premises outlets:  No 
– On-premises outlets:  Yes—within 600 feet 
– Alcohol products:  Beer, wine, spirits 

Note:  Exceptions are commercially operated schools. 

Dram Shop Liability 
Statutory liability exists subject to the following conditions:   
• Limitations on damages:  $250,000 noneconomic damages per person and $250,000 punitive 

damages per person 

Social Host Liability Laws 
Statutory liability exists subject to the following conditions:   
• Limitations on damages:  $250,000 noneconomic damages per person and $250,000 punitive 

damages per person 
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Host Party Laws 
No state-imposed liability for hosting underage drinking parties 

Retailer Interstate Shipments of Alcohol  
Retailer interstate shipments are prohibited for all types of beverages. 

Direct Sales/Shipments of Alcohol by Producers 
Direct sales/shipments from producers to consumers are permitted for beer and wine with the 
following restrictions:   

Age verification requirements:  None 

State approval/permit requirements   
• Producer/shipper must obtain state permit.  

Reporting requirements:  None 

Shipping label statement requirements:  None 
Note:  An out-of-state brewer or winery desiring to ship beer or wine to an individual in Montana 
shall register with the Montana Department of Revenue.  An individual seeking to receive such a 
shipment for personal consumption must obtain a Connoisseur’s License.  The licensee must 
forward to the out-of-state brewer or winery a distinctive address label, provided by the 
department, clearly identifying any package that is shipped as a legal direct-shipment package to 
the holder of a Connoisseur’s License.   

Keg Registration 
• Keg definition:  Not less than 7 gallons 
• Prohibited:  Destroying the label on a keg—maximum fine/jail $500/6 months 
• Purchaser information collected:   

– Purchaser’s name and address 
– Verified by a government-issued ID 

• Warning information to purchaser:  Passive—no purchaser action required 
• Deposit:  Not required 
• Provisions do not specifically address disposable kegs. 

Home Delivery 
• Beer:  No law 
• Wine:  No law 
• Spirits:  No law 

Alcohol Pricing Policies 

Alcohol Tax 

Beer (5 percent alcohol) 
• Specific excise tax:  $0.14 per gallon 
Note:  Reported tax rate is the rate for brewers who produce more than 20,000 barrels of beer  
per year. 
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Wine (12 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 

Spirits (40 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 

Drink Specials 
No law 

Wholesale Pricing 
Pricing restrictions exist. 

Beer (5 percent alcohol) 
• Retailer credit:  Restricted—7 days maximum 

Wine (12 percent alcohol) 
• Retailer credit:  Restricted—7 days maximum 

Spirits (40 percent alcohol) 
• Control state 
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Montana State Survey Responses 
State Agency Information 
Agency with primary responsibility for enforcing underage drinking laws: 

Montana Highway Patrol, County Sheriff Offices, and local municipal police departments.  Montana 
Department of Revenue, Liquor Control Division, for liquor violations. 

Enforcement Strategies 
State law enforcement agencies use: 

Cops in Shops No 
Shoulder Tap Operations No 
Party Patrol Operations or Programs No 
Underage Alcohol–Related Fatality Investigations No 

Local law enforcement agencies use: 
Cops in Shops Yes 
Shoulder Tap Operations Yes 
Party Patrol Operations or Programs Yes 
Underage Alcohol–Related Fatality Investigations No 

State has a program to investigate and enforce direct sales/shipment laws No 
Primary state agency responsible for enforcing laws addressing direct 
sales/shipments of alcohol to minors Not applicable 

Such laws are also enforced by local law enforcement agencies Not applicable 
Enforcement Statistics 
State collects data on the number of minors found in possession Yes 

Number of minors found in possession by state law enforcement 
agencies 5,287 

Number pertains to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 
Data include arrests/citations issued by local law enforcement agencies Yes 

State conducts underage compliance checks/decoy operations2 to determine 
if alcohol retailers are complying with laws prohibiting sales to minors 

No 

Data are collected on these activities No 
Number of retail licensees in state3 No data 
Number of licensees checked for compliance by state agencies  
(including random checks) Not applicable 

Number of licensees that failed state compliance checks Not applicable 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending Not applicable 
Compliance checks/decoy operations conducted at on-sale, off-sale, or 
both retail establishments Not applicable 

State conducts random underage compliance checks/decoy operations Not applicable 
Number of licensees subject to random state compliance checks/decoy 
operations Not applicable 

Number of licensees that failed random state compliance checks Not applicable 
Local agencies conduct underage compliance checks/decoy operations  
to determine if alcohol retailers are complying with laws prohibiting sales  
to minors 

Yes 

Data are collected on these activities Yes 
Number of licensees checked for compliance by local agencies 64 
Number of licensees that failed local compliance checks 31 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Sanctions 
State collects data on fines imposed on retail establishments that  
furnish minors Yes 

Number of fines imposed by the state4 66 
Total amount in fines across all licensees $53,200 
Smallest fine imposed $250 
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Largest fine imposed $1,500 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

State collects data on license suspensions imposed on retail establishments 
specifically for furnishing minors Yes 

Number of suspensions imposed by the state5 0 
Total days of suspensions across all licensees 0 
Shortest period of suspension imposed (in days) 0 
Longest period of suspension imposed (in days) 0 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

State collects data on license revocations imposed on retail establishments 
specifically for furnishing minors Yes 

Number of license revocations imposed6 1 
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Additional Clarification    
No data 

1 Or having consumed or purchased per state statutes. 
2 Underage compliance checks/decoy operations to determine whether alcohol retailers are complying with laws 
prohibiting sales to minors. 

3 Excluding special licenses such as temporary, seasonal, and common carrier licenses. 
4 Does not include fines imposed by local agencies. 
5 Does not include suspensions imposed by local agencies. 
6Does not include revocations imposed by local agencies. 

Underage Drinking Prevention Programs Operated or Funded by the State  
Montana Substance Abuse and Violence Prevention (MSAVP) Task Force  

Program serves specific or general population No data 
Number of youth served No data 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated No 
Evaluation report is available Not applicable 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information: 
http://www.opi.mt.gov/safeandhealthy 

 

Program Description:  The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) was awarded a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education to enhance its support of efforts to prevent substance abuse and violence 
in Montana schools.  The MSAVP Task Force was formed, and work focuses on maintaining a state 
prevention infrastructure and building capacity to support local education agencies and communities.  
The MSAVP is now a formal subcommittee of the Montana Interagency Coordinating Council for 
Prevention, which has allowed a sustainable venue to continue work toward key findings and leveraging 
resources.  The following statement, based on the state’s performance measures for the grant, will help 
assess progress in prevention youth alcohol use in moving forward:  The percentage of Montana high 
school students who report they have had one drink of alcohol during their lifetime will continue to 
decrease (based on Montana Youth Risk Behavior Survey trend data from 1999-2011). 

Positive Community Norms/Media Literacy Toolkit  
Program serves specific or general population General population 
Number of youth served Not applicable 
Number of parents served Not applicable 
Number of caregivers served Not applicable 
Program has been evaluated No 
Evaluation report is available Not applicable 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information: http://www.opi.mt.gov/tobacco  
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Program Description:  This program is designed to identify and correct youth misperceptions about 
peer alcohol, tobacco and other drug use.  Research indicates people tend to behave in the way they 
believe is most typical and accepted by their peers.  Studies also show that youth tend to overestimate 
the number of peers who engage in risky behaviors.  Bridging the gap between perception and reality is 
intended to increase protective factors and reduce numbers of youth participating in risky behavior.  
Students are surveyed utilizing CPS clickers, which provide immediate classroom perception feedback.  
Student perception data are then compared with actual data collected from the most recent Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey, and misperceptions are identified.  This leads to a healthy discussion about why 
misperceptions exist, and how we are influenced by media. 

Reducing Young Driver Crashes  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 8,440 + Alive at 25 

participants 
Number of parents served No data 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated No 
Evaluation report is available Not applicable 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://www.opi.mt.gov/programs/drivered/index.html 

 

Program Description:  Montana’s Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan includes affordable, accessible 
driver education as a strategy to reduce young driver crashes (http://www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safety-
initiatives/young.shtml).  Parent meetings and alcohol and drug prevention education are required in 
Montana driver education programs, which serve 8,440 teens annually through public high schools.  
Graduated Driver Licensing requires Parent/Legal Guardian certification that the teen driver has no 
convictions or pending citiations for traffic, alcohol, or drug violations.  The Alive at 25 program is offered 
for youth drivers through the Montana Highway Patrol (http://www.doj.mt.gov/highwaypatrol/alive-at-25). 

Respect the Cage – Montana Department of Transportation  
Program serves specific or general population Specific population 
Number of youth served 7,000 
Number of parents served 16,500 
Number of caregivers served No data 
Program has been evaluated No 
Evaluation report is available Not applicable 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable  
URL for more program information:   No data 

Program Description:  The Respect the Cage safety exhibit grew out of the 2008 successful video 
creation, “Room to Live.”  This video tells of two young Montana men who were involved in an alcohol-
related rollover crash in 2007.  The driver, who was wearing his seatbelt, walked away from the mangled 
car.  His best friend and passenger, a married father of two who wasn’t buckled up, died.  The exhibit is 
a comprehensive traveling educational and advocacy effort, and includes the following components:  the 
crashed vehicle, two pickup trucks wrapped in “Respect the Cage” graphics, a video that plays inside 
the pull trailer, and a rollover simulator.  The exhibit primarily targets men ages 18 to 34, and the theme 
borrows language and images from mixed martial arts fighting, a popular trend among young adults.  To 
increase appeal, the exhibit is staffed by college interns.  2012 was the final year of the campaign. 

DUI Task Forces – Montana Department of Transportation  
Program serves specific or general population General population 
Number of youth served Not applicable 
Number of parents served Not applicable 
Number of caregivers served Not applicable 
Program has been evaluated No 
Evaluation report is available Not applicable 
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URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:   No data 

Program Description:  DUI Task Forces are multifaceted coalitions that invite participation from a 
cross-section of community representatives to maximize their reach and effectiveness.  The task forces 
operate at the county level to reduce and prevent impaired driving.  They may engage the community in 
a variety of activities such as Responsible Alcohol Sales and Service Training, retail compliance checks, 
party and keg patrols, overtime traffic patrols, education and media advocacy, public service 
announcements, victim impact panels, support for prosecution and adjudication of DUI cases, and 
designated-driver and safe ride home programs.  It is difficult to estimate the number of youth served or 
participating in the DUI Task Forces across the state. 

Let’s Control It – Montana Department of Revenue  
Program serves specific or general population General population 
Number of youth served Not applicable 
Number of parents served Not applicable 
Number of caregivers served Not applicable 
Program has been evaluated Yes 
Evaluation report is available No 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information:  
  http://alcoholservertraining.mt.gov/default.mcpx 

 

Program Description:  This alcohol sales and service training program trains those who sell/serve 
alcoholic beverages on how to keep from overserving obviously intoxicated patrons, how to identify 
underage patrons, and so on. 

Prevention Resource Center – Montana Department of Public Health and 
Human Services 

 

Program serves specific or general population General population 
Number of youth served Not applicable 
Number of parents served Not applicable 
Number of caregivers served Not applicable 
Program has been evaluated No 
Evaluation report is available Not applicable 
URL for evaluation report:   Not applicable 
URL for more program information: http://www.prevention.mt.gov  
http://www.parentpower.mt.gov 

 

Program Description:  The Prevention Resource Center connects AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteer in 
Service to America) volunteers to Montana communities in addressing poverty issues and consquences 
such as underage drinking.  Additionally, the Prevention Resource Center maintains two websites and is 
a clearinghouse for information about programs, services, data, best practices, and so on, on substance 
abuse prevention. 

 
Additional Underage Drinking Prevention Programs Operated or Funded by the State 
No data 

URL for more program information:  No data 

Program description:  No data 
Additional Clarification   
No data 

 
Additional Information Related to Underage Drinking Prevention Programs  
State collaborates with federally recognized Tribal governments in the prevention 
of underage drinking 

Yes 

Description of collaboration:   
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• The Governor’s Office on Indian Affairs Director is an active member of the state’s Interagency 
Coordinating Council for State Prevention Programs.  Her leadership has strengthened 
relationships, communication, and collaboration.   

• The State Level Epidemiological Work Group has cross-representation with the Montana 
Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council SPF TIG.  This work is enabling the transition of information and 
data from one grant to the other.   

• From March to May 2012, under the auspices of the Strategy Prevention Enhancement grant, 76 
interviews were conducted in person across Montana’s 7 Indian Reservations to further enhance 
the knowledge about how underage drinking and other targeted public health problems impacted 
reservations and to understand the prevention efforts occurring in Indian Country.  Full report 
available at http://prevention.mt.gov/strategicprevention/Interviews.pdf 

State has programs to measure and/or reduce youth exposure to alcohol advertising and 
marketing 

No 

Description of program:  Not applicable 
State has adopted or developed best practice standards for underage drinking 
prevention programs 

No 

Agencies/organizations that established best practices standards: 
Federal agency(ies):   

 
No data 

Agency(ies) within your state: No data 
Nongovernmental agency(ies): No data 
Other: No data 
Best practice standards description:  Not applicable 

Additional Clarification  

Montana is looking toward developing best practicies and promising approaches in our rural and frontier 
state that are culturally appropriate.  Very few best practices are available to a rural and frontier state 
such as Montana.  This work is anticipated to be ongoing. 

 
State Interagency Collaboration  
A state-level interagency governmental body/committee exists to coordinate or 
address underage drinking prevention activities 

Yes 

Committee contact information:   
Name:  Vicki Turner 
E-mail:  vturner@mt.gov 
Address:  PO Box 4210, Helena, MT  59604-4210 
Phone:  406-444-3484 

Agencies/organizations represented on the committee:   
Department of Public Health and Human Services 
Department of Corrections 
Department of Labor and Industry 
Department of Transportation 
Department of Revenue 
Montana Board of Crime Control 
Montana Children’s Trust Fund 
Montana Office of Public Instruction 
Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs 
Two Governor-appointed community members 
Department of Military Affairs  
Montana Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education 

A website or other public source exists to describe committee activities Yes 
URL or other means of access:  http://prevention.mt.gov/icc/index.php 
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Underage Drinking Reports 
State has prepared a plan for preventing underage drinking in the last 3 years Yes 

Prepared by:  Interagency Coordinating Council for State Prevention Programs Work Group and 
Prevention Resource Center staff 
Plan can be accessed via:  
http://prevention.mt.gov/icc/meetings/nov012011meeting/ICCWorkplandraft2011through2013.pdf 

State has prepared a report on preventing underage drinking in the last 3 years Yes 
Prepared by:  Interagency Coordinating Council for State Prevention Programs Work Group and 
Prevention Resource Center staff 
Plan can be accessed via:  http://prevention.mt.gov/icc/goals/11-icc-
goalsbenchmarks_draftii_april_21_2011.pdf 

Additional Clarification  

The Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) for State Prevention Programs updates goals and 
benchmarks (see http://prc.mt.gov/icc/goals/index.php).  The Council’s work group has established new 
goals for 2020.  Reporting of underage drinking is provided through updates and reports given via ICC 
meetings and media. 

 
State Expenditures for the Prevention of Underage Drinking  
Compliance checks in retail outlets:  

Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending No data 

Checkpoints and saturation patrols:  
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending No data 

Community-based programs to prevent underage drinking:  
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

K-12 school-based programs to prevent underage drinking:  
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Programs targeted to institutes of higher learning:  
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Programs that target youth in the juvenile justice system:  
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

Programs that target youth in the child welfare system:  
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 
Other programs:   
Programs or strategies included:  None 
Estimate of state funds expended $0 
Estimate based on the 12 months ending 12/31/2012 

  
Funds Dedicated to Underage Drinking  
State derives funds dedicated to underage drinking from the following revenue 
streams:   

 

Taxes No 
Fines  No 
Fees No 
Other:  Enabling legislation for counties to levy a prevention tax Yes 
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Description of funding streams and how they are used: 
The state has enabling legislation for counties to levy a prevention tax.  Only one county in Montana, 
Missoula County, has implemented, and the funds go toward prevention efforts aimed at youth and 
fund a local coalition. 

Additional Clarification  
No data 

 
 

586 Report to Congress on the Prevention and Reduction of Underage Drinking 


	State Report
	Blank Page



