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Getting to outcomes by mobilizing communities to prevent underage drinking



 
http://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/townhallmeetings

Proclamation

Send, or drop off, a copy of this sample proclamation, along with your customized letter, to your contact in the local office. Remember to adapt this sample proclamation with the correct names and information as indicated in brackets.

Office of [Department]
For Immediate Release 

[Date]
[Town/City/County]

Contact: [Insert contact name, phone number, and email]

By [Name and Title of Official] 
A Proclamation—National Underage Drinking Prevention Day, May 21, 2012
Though we have made progress in the fight to reduce underage drinking, our Nation continues to suffer a range of unacceptable and costly health and social problems, including traffic fatalities, suicides, physical and sexual assaults, brain impairment, alcohol dependence, youth academic problems, and alcohol and drug poisonings. To end these heartbreaking consequences, we must act by promoting rigorous enforcement measures and effective substance abuse prevention programs. On National Underage Drinking Prevention Day, we recommit to preventing tragedy before it strikes by ensuring that our family members and friends stay safe, sober, and alcohol-free while they are under the legal drinking age.

WHEREAS, National Town Hall Meetings To Prevent Underage Drinking are sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, in collaboration with the Federal Government’s Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Prevention of Underage Drinking, for community-based organizations to educate community members about the consequences of underage drinking; empower communities to make environmental changes to prevent underage drinking; and mobilize communities around underage drinking prevention initiatives at the local, State, and national levels; and
WHEREAS, adults who provide alcohol to those below the legal drinking age are placing those young persons at risk for health, safety, and legal problems; and
WHEREAS, those who begin drinking alcohol before the age of 15 are 6.6 times more likely than those who start at age 21 and older to develop alcohol problems [insert local statistics]; and
WHEREAS, alcohol use by young people is dangerous, not only because of the risks associated with acute impairment but also because of the grave threat to their long-term development and well-being; and

WHEREAS, underage alcohol use contributed to an estimated 1,506 traffic fatalities and 36,963 nonfatal traffic injuries in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, alcohol is also involved in about 1,844 homicides and more than 300 suicides each year among persons under 21; and

WHEREAS, underage alcohol use has been linked to an estimated 28,161 teen pregnancies and 937,972 teens having risky sex; and

WHEREAS, it is illegal to give your teens’ friends alcohol or allow them to drink alcohol in your home, even with their parents’ permission; and

WHEREAS, anyone found guilty of providing alcohol to youth can face criminal charges, in addition to possible civil action for damages or injuries related to underage drinking; and
WHEREAS, parents, educators, and community leaders who work with our young people every day are our best advocates for responsible decisionmaking; and

WHEREAS, all of us have the power to effect change and work to end underage drinking and its negative impacts through home and community discussions of consequences and prevention; through clinics’, hospitals’, and healthcare providers’ recognition of substance abuse problems and offer of medical interventions; and through governing bodies and local officials exploring new policy and legal actions that will dissuade underage drinking and encourage youth to seek treatment; and
WHEREAS, the [organization] strongly encourages residents to refuse to purchase, provide, or pour alcoholic beverages to underage youth and to take the necessary steps to discourage this illegal and unhealthy practice, including the reporting of underage drinking to the local police; and

WHEREAS, the [organization] not only discourages the use of alcohol by those below the legal age of consumption but also exhorts all residents to refuse to provide alcoholic beverages to those underage youth and take the necessary steps to discourage this illegal and unhealthy activity; and

WHEREAS, my [office/administration] is working to decrease the incidence of underage drinking by collaborating with State and local governments to bolster enforcement efforts; implement more effective policies, legislation, and enforcement; and support successful, evidence-based prevention programs to confront underage drinking.

NOW, THEREFORE, I [Name of Official], [title] of the [town/city/county] of [Town/City/County name], do hereby proclaim [date or month, such as May 21, 2012] as

Underage Drinking Prevention Day
in the [town/city/county] of [Town/City/County name], and furthermore I call upon citizens of [Town/City/County name] to observe this day with participation in underage drinking prevention activities planned here. I urge all community members to make responsible decisions and take appropriate measures to prevent underage drinking.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed, the great seal of the [town/city/county] of [Town/City/County name], at the Office of the [Title], this [date] day of [month], 2012.
[Name of Official]
Materials to support national Town Hall Meetings to prevent underage drinking are provided by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
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