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PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact:
[Name of spokesperson]
[Contact phone number and email address]

[Community] Hosts Event as Part of Communities Talk: Town Hall Meeting To Prevent Underage Drinking [Use a community-specific, catchy title.]
When Communities Talk, Prevention Is Possible

[First paragraph supplies basic event information—who, what, when and where details.]

[CITY, state]—[Date]. [Organization] hosted an event [or insert name of event] as part of Communities Talk: Town Hall Meeting to Prevent Underage Drinking. The purpose of the event was to [raise awareness about the impact of underage drinking, introduce new laws that prevent those under age 21 from obtaining alcohol, mobilize the community to take action, etc.]. 

[Second paragraph provides more details and could include a quote from one of the speakers.] 

Today’s event brought together [#] individuals concerned about underage drinking consequences and ways to prevent them. [Names and roles of VIP attendees and guest speakers] attended. 

Speakers and participants reiterated the importance of talking about underage drinking prevention in order to develop strategies that can be effective on a community level. 

“Underage drinking is threatening the future of our children. We must act now to educate them about the many, and sometimes deadly, consequences of early alcohol use,” said [Name of the lead organization’s spokesperson and title].

[Third paragraph includes interesting event details.] 
 
[Event title] consisted of [format: speakers, live youth performances, video presentations—activities that set your event apart from others]. The audience’s reaction was [describe how your audience reacted—did the speakers receive standing ovations? Was there overwhelming and resounding support for the strategies you presented? This is the kind of reaction you want to publicize.] Together, speakers and participants collaboratively explored tangible measures to prevent underage drinking. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][Fourth and fifth paragraphs supply data that support why the event was important.] 

Underage drinking is a major public health concern in our community and throughout the United States. According to the 2014 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, about 9 million—or one in four, 12- to 20-year-olds—reported alcohol use during the past month. Of these, about 5 million were binge drinkers, meaning that they consumed five or more drinks on at least one occasion. Underage drinkers are at risk for negative consequences, including lowered academic performance, involvement with law enforcement, risk of violence and sexual assault, and death. 

Illegal use of alcohol can result in severe, even deadly, harm to themselves and others.  In our own community, [local prevalence data], costing our state [review the state data in the state resources section of the Town Hall Meetings website for specific information.]

“We need to stop pretending alcohol isn’t a problem, and be open about how it is affecting our community. Talking about it is only the first step; we must do whatever it takes to prevent underage drinking and secure the futures of our young adults. Each of us has a role and a responsibility,” said [Participant]. 

According to national data, parents’ voices do count when it comes to underage drinking. This approach, along with other environmental strategies, has proven to reduce the incidence of underage drinking. [Add other strategies addressed during the event.]

[Final paragraphs wrap it up, providing additional ways for someone to contact you and avenues to learn more about the topic.]

Visit [lead organization’s website] to learn more about underage drinking prevention.  

The Communities Talk: Town Hall Meeting to Prevent Underage Drinking was created with support from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), in collaboration with the federal government’s Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Prevention of Underage Drinking.  To learn more about this national initiative, go to https://www.stopalcoholabuse.gov/townhallmeetings. And join the online conversation, #CommunitiesTalk.
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